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Greetings. With everyone's support, 
my first comic has been published. 
I'm ecstatic. Speaking of ecstatic, 
the first time | won an award for one 
of my manga, | was so happy | was 
flying high. But this time is 10 times 
better than that. | don’t know how 
to say it, but this is the happiest 
moment of my life. But | guess I’m 
happiest Knowing that this comic will 
be read and enjoyed. Yup, that's it! 
—Masashi Kishitroto, 2000 

Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 

Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 

he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 

manga Karakuri (“mechanism”). Kishimoto decided to base his 

next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 

Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 

his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 

1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 
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NARUTO 

VOL« I 

THE TESTS OF THE NINJA 

CONTENTS 
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NUMBER 1 UZUMAKI NARUTO! 

NUMBER 2. KONOHAMARU 

NUMBER 3 ENTER SASUKE! 

NUMBER 4 HATAKE KAKASHI! 

NUMBER S PRIDE GOETH BEFORE A FALL 

NUMBER 6 NOT SASUKE! 

NUMBER 7  KAKASHI’S DECISION 





_— 2 wt 

‘. ii j y 06, Zz <& “81: Uzumaki Naruto! 
os ay ee : Aime (, Ry Be Sa, (a ay 

es 4 

\ 

yh = 
oe 1g ol" oh ie re 

ey 

Bo 





J 

y P yy a | Vga a 

4 

Nt 

4 

‘ INS, 

lig; Les ee 

7 a AS = [AAT 



READ 
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HOKAGE!!! A 

THAT YOUNG 
DEVIL IS 

GORAFFITI- 
ING THE 

MOUNTAINSIDE 
IMAGES 
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YOU DON'T 

HAVE WHAT IT 
TAKES TO DO 

SOMETHING 
THIS LOW! 
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DROOL! % y 
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TALL YOUR 
50\0u WILL PASS THE 

CHOSENOW ¥ 
FORYOUR ff = 

STUPID TRICKS? =: 5. THIS CAY CAME 
FLUNKED EVERY 
COURSE YOU'D 

TODAY IN 
CLASS 
WE'LL BE 
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THE ART OF 
TRANS- 

A are E 
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LIKE mE! tA4 VPS 3 é 
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EVERY OROP 
OF PAINT IS 

GONE! 

HERE UNTIL 



<tiv« 

ABOUT |= 
MOTIVATION! 



Ct 
; | MEAN WHY, HE'D HAVE O YouDO —OFALL 

KNOW PLACES, 
WHOLORD -~ODIDYOU 

HOKAGE |S, | CHOOSE 
RIGHT? TODEFACE 

THESE DAYS, 
THEY'LL BE 
CALLING ME |} 

WHO SAVED 
OUR TOWN 

Lee \ BIFINDNG 
Atl autos 



AND WHEN 
THAT DAY 
COMES, 

EVERYONE 
IN TOWN 

WILL HAVE 
TO GIVE ME 

SOME 
RESPECT 
AT LAST! 

IT’SA 
BADGE OF 
ADULTHOOD. 

YOu 
DON’T GET 
ONE UNTIL 

YOu 
GRADUATE! 
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THAT'S seer DOPPELGENGERS? 
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” Wy WWODIT. | bee WAIT HERE FINAL EXAM, 

2/7 UNTILYOUR YOUMUST 

NAME IS 
CALLED, GENERATE 

ANO THEN ADOPPEL- 
TECHNIQUE! V/A 

COME NEXT GANGER! / 
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wu THIS IS HIS 
THIRD TIME, 
AND HE DID 

HIS OTHER 
SELF, EVEN 
IF IT WAS 
ALITTLE 
FLAWED... 

THE 
ANSWER 

IS NO, 
MIZUKI. 





SO 
EVERYTHING IRUKA IS 

HE’S A REALLY 
ACCOMPLISHED SERIOUS 

ieee HIS PARENTS 
witAter “ewe 

« READ THIS 
WAY 



READ 
< THs WAY 

HE THINKS 
HE’S HELPING 

UNDERSTAND 
WHERE HE’S 
COMING 
FROM? 





Ci 
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FAVORITE ONG GO! O24 \? £24) | THEPIRST 
ART, AND Z Z| AN 7 AWW eX SZ | TECHNIQUE 
SUDDENLY Ifa Z Pad NO SS) INTHE SCROLL 

IT’S TURNING VI ge o FS = \ \S MULTIPLE 
UP ALL OVER! (= ; a 

GROWING. 
UP, 
LIKE 
YOU, 

WITHOUT® 
HIS 

PARENTS’ 
LOVE...’ 
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HE'SFOUND | 
OUT ABOUT 

O » 4 | ANDSTOL 
HARE) oo pe a OO FAR!! 

THE SCROLL 
isuseo, \ AIA ee = HE HAS 

be TLE A\ \Za Lt | TAKEN IS SO 
WRONG 
HANDS, — [1 

IT COULD BE [oY 



IF IT’S 
DISCOVERED . 

THAT HE 
STOLE THE 
SECRET 

MANUSCRIPT | 

<tie« 
IT WAS 
TAKEN 
HALF A 

DAY AGO. 

ONCE WORD 
= OFTHIS SPREADS 

THROUGHOUT 
__ THE VILLAGE, 

THAT SHOULD 
BE ITFOR 
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READ 

Kise 
< HEH... 

* rt. >, 4 / \GUESS YOU 
LOANS “47 HAVE GOT ME. 

YOU LOOK i {py \ive\\g TOO BAD 

EXHAUSTED. My, fig N \ pe WERE 

WHAT HAVE £ 2 / rape 

MEMORIZED 
ONE 

TECHNIQUE. 
——— Fiery 

WAIT'LL | 
SHOW YOU. 

HAVE TO 

LET ME 

GRADUATE! 
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MIZUKI 
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ME 

ABOUT IT. : OACNY?] 

ANO 
ABOUT 
THIS 

PLACE! 
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7F THAT NO 
ONE MUST 
EVER TELL 

YOU... 
THAT WHAT 
YOU REALLY 

ARE... 
IS THE 
DEMON 

THE 
VILLAGE!! 

4) 
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MADE 
AFOOL OF 

A BY EVERYONE 
) IN TOWN! , ; 

A. 
ag) SSS YM 

Yj, THE FOURTH 
4 — LORDHOKAGE, 

; TRAPPED AND Se \ Wy 
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A WAS PAYING 
A, ATTENTION 

bh TO YOU. 4 
WOULD GET 
YOUINTO —& 

THAT SCROLL 
THAT YOU'VE 

NARUTO... BUT IT 3 STOLEN... 
WAS ALL A SHAM, IT WAS THE 
TOHIDE YOUR #& INSTRUMENT 

LONELINESS... OF YOUR 
BONDAGE!! 





WITH MY FARENTS GONE... 
THERE WAS NO ONE 

TO PRAISE OR 
RESPECT ME. 

..| WAS SO LONELY... 

1!JUS WAS STILL Sorens Tasice 
BETTER THAN HOW GOOD! WAS... 

BEING A 

NOBODY. 





READ 
< THIS 

WAY 

UD 

EAA] HE'S GOING TO WR 3% / 
Mag] USE THE SCROLL | ED 

TOTAKEHIS mee, 
#4/\ REVENGE ON | “SA me Non 

mA THEVILLAGE! | “Zi” 2" eG 

t/a ar - BRAY. 

WHY, Uj . : 
ri ppl Yi//, a a 

RN a Dp, 



READ 
< THis 

WAY 

IT’S THE 
SCROLL 

I'M AFTER 
NOW. 

I'LL FINISH 
YOU LATER. 

\\ wets 

HE SHOULD." 
BS ~~ 

J STILL SET THAT 
\\_ RIGHT IF WE ACT THE 

MISTAKE 

\\s cic ye, 
= oe ¥ o 

<) _ HE'S STILL A BOY... 
BEFORE THE 
DEMON SPIRIT 

OF 
THINKING 

oot } porns 
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TO OIE!! 
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SO THAT ALL ..ORIVING 
OF THAT NARUTO 

AWESOME, OVER 
TERRIBLE THE 
POWER ia 
HAS 

BEGUN ] 
TO BURST | 

FORTH FROM | 
_, ITS MYS 
nL 

<=) | REVEALING 
ALL. 

ANO TO TOP THERE IS ALWAYS 
THAT, IF THE \ THE POSSIBILITY 

SECRET SCROLL Za THAT THE SPIRIT 
ISIN HIS HANDS... sory’ MIGHT ESCAPE... 
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ibe l/). \ i — 1 THEN MAYBE 224 SO NOBLE! 

a an TED SAVING YOUR 
| \ we AX” | PARENTS’ MURDERER... 

- JA.) | FaxK w+ s\ AND FOR WHAT? 
WHAT HAPPENS 

IF WE LET 
HIMLIVE? 



<ie« 
THE 

DEMON 
WITHIN 
HIM 

HUNGERS 
FOR THAT 
KINO OF 

STRENGTH! 

wealN 
CONTEMPT. 



ANO IT’S 
GIVEN HIM 
EMPATHY. 
HE KNOWS 
WHAT IT 

IS TO 
BE IN 
PAIN. 

HE |S... 
A 

CITIZEN 
OF 

KONOHA- 

FOR 
HIM, 

HAVE 
NOTHING 

BUT 



wZUINAKI 
NARUTO! 

WELL, IRUKA...1 HAD \| 
PLANNED TO SAVE 
YOU FOR LAST... 

BUT SOMETIMES 

WORK OUT THE /. 
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READ 
< THis 

WAY 

BUT MADE | 

WOULON'T tHEM SOLID, 

BE FLESH-AND- Wy AMAZING! SURPRISED IF " “BLOOD Y = HE NOT 
SOMEDAY \wNSTEADOF ¥ BZ = ONLY 
HE REALLY sHADOWY V - lj GENERATED DOESTURN  |LLUSION. a = A OUTTOBE THAT'S THE 7 ‘LG D BETTER THAN | wwGHEST . ga THOUSAN ANYHOKAGE crliBeR ££ DOPPEL- 
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CELEBRATE 
THIS, I'LL 
TAKE YOU 

OUT. 
WE CAN 
GO FOR 

re 

/ VW y= r ij ] f 

|, ' HFA 2 

Way & = IN | eV “Zeger 
| 5 ( lf pip a 

aA, LEXA 

(aia / 
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BUT, | GUESS... he 
ITCANWAIT... cd 

UNTIL WE GET TO... 
THE RESTAURANT. 

: SHINOBI, 
ee XS THINGS WILL ONLY 

> GET MORE DIFFICULT... - ee D aa wy OR, ATLEAST, 
Ge 7 (YO Sie NS THAT'S THE 
Mi, BO SPEECH PLANNED 

Sole 3. TO GIVE. 



This is the very first sketch of Naruto that | drew. 
Ib was for a one-shot story in the Japanese 
Weekly Shoven Sury's special seasonal edition, 
Akamaru Sump. Notice that he wears boots 
instead of zor/ (traditional Japanese sandals). 

In the one-shot story, Naruto wasn't a ninja comic 
at all, but just about magic and sorcery. Even though 
the setup was completely different from the current 
storyline, it was the very first character-driven 
manga that | ever drew, and | liked the character so 
| decided to keep using him. But drawing the goggles 
each time was a pain! That's why | came up with the 
idea for the ninja A/ta/-ate Cheadband). 



“£ “! KONOHAGAKURE 
z | VILLAGE- 

"THE VILLAGE 
HIDDEN IN THE 

ONE YOUNG 
MAN BEGINS 

HIS QUEST  g 

J TO BECOME A a | = if PB 

/| FULL-FLEOGED awd ae ‘A, oo 

vine NILIMBER 2 KONOHAMAR 
Ve, Fe. 

PICTURE WITH 
YOU LOOKING 

GE 



KKONOMAMARU!! 
ini Fe 



\ee\ 

v \ 

# 

RIG 

wIN ANY CASE, 
THE SECRET DOSSIERS 
IN THIS YEARBOOK ARE 

AN ESSENTIAL INTELLIGENCE 
RESOURCE FOR 

KONOHAGAKURE VILLAGE. 
SO, TO PRESENT YOURSELF 

WITH SUCH A FACE... 

\ WHADDAYA 
THINK? 
IT WAS 

\) HARD 
\ GETTING 
\|JUST THE 

EXPRESSION 

\e \ 

ct 

X 

HT 

WY VT AFTERALL, 
\s IT'SNOT 

Z__ LIKE 
N Ah SOMETHING 

) ORDINARY 
= WOULD DO... 

WHAT CONCERNS 
ME MORE |S WHY YOU 

CHOSE NOT TO 
WEAR YOUR HITAI-ATE— 

THAT 
YOU AS AN ADULT 
SHINOBI OF 

| DION'T 
WANT TO 
DAMAGE IT. 
I'LL START 
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READ 
< THIS 

WAY 

v. 

UNHAND HIM, 
NARUTO! AHA, SO 

THAT BOY HAPPENS YOU TRIPPED 

TO BE THE Me! IT 
GRANDSON abe ee eu 
OF OUR RIGHT ?!!! 

REVERED LORD, ; 
THE THIRD HOGAKE! 
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CAN 
|\ See 
you 
|] RIGHT {i} ) iP 

THERE! \'7Re4 | 

YOU 
MANAGED TO 
PENETRATE 
My DISGUISE!! 

RIGHT?!!! 
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LESS ete y CHILD A 
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MY NAME— 
KONOHAMARU... 

MY 
GRANOFATHER 
NAMED ME. 

LIKE THE 
VILLAGE, 
RIGHT? 

HE SAID IT 
WOULD 
BRING 

ME LUCK... 

IT'S ALWAYS 
JUST 

"HONORED 

BUT 
iT LL. BE 

OIFFERENT 
WHEN 

| BECOME 
LORD 

HOKAGE, 
ANO THAT'S 
GONNA BE 

REAL 

LEE ZZ 

<i« 

BUT EVEN 
THOUGH 

EVERYONE IN 
THE VILLAGE 
KNOWS THAT 



« READ THIS 
WAY « 

NO WAY! 
WHO’O 

RESPECT 
A HOKAGE 
LIKE YOU? 



NARUTO 

HIS 
NINJA 

REGISTRA- 

yi SS E45 fu ud 
BDAl ers dt HUELSZLZLL Sen 4 

HOKAGE! 
I'VE BEEN 
LOOKING 
ALL OVER 
FOR YOU. 

YESTERDAY | TREATED 
HIM TO A STERN 
LECTURE OVERA 
BOWL OF RAMEN. 
HE’S BEEN ON 

CLOUD NINE SINCE HE 
FASSEDO THE TEST. 

HE INTENOS TO BECOME 
A FULL-FLEOGED SHINOBI 
ANO EARN THE RESPECT 
OF EVERYONE IN TOWN. 



THAT 
MAY BE 

A DIFFICULT 
DREAM FOR 

HIM TO rie 
/ 

SECRET IS MOST A 
STRICTLY 

FORBIDDEN... 

FAIN OF THE 
SEVEREST 

7_\T WAS THE FONDEST SS 

WISH OF THE FOURTH 
“000, LORD HOKAGE THAT 

. OUR PEOPLE COME 
TA, TO REGARD NARUTO 

AS THEIR SAVIOR 
AND HERO. 

HE MADE THAT WISH } 

CHILO’S FATE... 
_ ANO DIED. 

ZA 
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ONLY WE WHO WERE 
ADULTS AT THE TIME OF 
THE GREAT BATTLE KNOW 

THE TRUTH... 
THAT THE BOY 
NARUTO IS THE 
HUMAN FORM OF 
THE NINE-TAILED “FF 
FOX SPIRIT THAT 
TORMENTED 

OUR PEOPLE UNTIL\7 
ITS OEFEAT 

By 

CHILOREN 
OF OUR 
VILLAGE 
KNOW 

NOTHING 

HIS PEERS, L& 
AT LEAST, 
NARUTO'S 



NARUTO WAS 
SACRIFICED, 
FOR THE 
SAFETY 

BEEN 
PICKED UP 

ON BY 
CHILOREN 
WHO HAVE 

PICKED UP 
ON ANO 

PERPETUATED! 

HE SELECTED 
A NEWBORN 
CHILD, THE 

UMBILICAL CORD 
\FRESHLY CUT, AND 

BOUND UP ALL 
NINE TAILS OF 

BUT THAT INSTEAD, IS NOT 
THEIR Pr 6 

TREATMENT y THE WAY 
OF THE BOY 

IS SO 
CONTEMP- 

HOSTILE-- 

SO MUCH HATRED AND 
HOSTILITY... TO BE 
TREATED WITH AN 
ANIMOSITY SO 

INTENSE AS TO BE 
ANNIHILATING... 

TO HAVE AROUND 
YOU MANY WHO 

WOULD DENY YOU EVEN... 
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THAT LOOK! 
THAT SAME 
UGLY LOOK, 
FROM YET 
ANOTHER 

DAMNED 
FOX... THERE’S 

ALWAYS 

NO WAY!! 
NOT YET! 

FIRST | HAVE TO 
KICK THE OLD 

MAN'S BUTT AND 
BECOME THE 

NEXT 
LORD HOKAGE. 
SO'GET LOST. 

IT'S TIME 
TO 

RETURN 

PRINCIPLES 
THAT ARE THE 
CORNERSTONE 
OF ALL THE 

i | 
“ : wef 

s sa / 

" 

4 VIRTUE, JUSTICE, 
| CEREMONY, 

2" | WISDOM, LOYAL 
FAITHFULNESS, 

- PRUDENCE, 
: AND 

FILIAL PIETY! 
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VULGAR | 
DISPLAY! 

AND 
| 

WILL 
NOT 
FALL Ethie 

FORIT! <8 

7] | ONLY BY FOLLOWING MY 7. \ 
4 | TEACHINGS WILL YOU f[ 3 

EVER MERIT THE NAME (3. 
OF HOKAGE! _ 

NOW, LET'S GO HOME, (22. Wea 
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BLAST IT! 
|FAILED T0 

BEAT 

FOUREYES - 
AGAIN! 

RIGHT?! 

YOU'RE TALKING 
ABOUT TAKING 

THE NAME HOKAGE! 
THAT'S THE 

GREATEST SHINOBI 
IN TOWN, THE ONE 

EVERYONE 
RESPECTS! 

ALL | WANT 
ISANAME 

THAT EVERYONE 

AND | WANT 
IT RIGHT NOW! 

RIGHT ?!!!7 



« READ THIS 
WAY « 

ONLY 
ONE 

PERSON 
TREATS 
ME WITH 
ANY KINO 

BODY, HAS 
THE 

HIGHEST 



WHERE me YOULL War 
'M NOT DO YOU HAVE TO 2 
GONNA GET OFF, TO BECOME — 

BE YOUR LECTURING [|| Cer War 
DISCIPLE ie 
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IT'S YOUR 
1 TOUGH LUCK! 

ea FROM NOW ON, 
WE'LLFIGHT __ILLALWAYS 
OVERTHE BE ONE STEP 
NAME AHEAD OF YOU, 

HOKAGE. ONE STEPCLOSER 
TO MY DESTINY 
AS THE FINEST 

THEY HADA 
"| LONG WAY TO GO 

TO BECOME 
TRUE SHINOBI. 
BUT AS LORD 
HOKAGE 
WATCHED 
OVER THEM 

HE SAW THE 
OREAM,AND |S 

THE CHALLENGES, 
THAT LAY AHEAD 

FOR THE 
YOUNG NARUTO... 



Konohagakure Basics: 

SH/NOB/ 
ey 

Hitai-ate 
(Forehead 

Band) 
Can be worn 

either as a 

headband, or a 

cover for the 

entire head. 

Makimono Pouch 
(Scroll Pouch) 

The classic Konohagakure pouch, 

worn on both the right and left 

sides of the vest. Scrolls, medicine 

and ninja tools are extracted from 

the bottom of the pouches. 

Shuriken Holster 
Worn in a spot which 

allows the shuriken to be 

drawn quickly. 
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EXCUSE 
ME, MAY 
|PASS? 

'M TRYING 

Ly ={L{|\ NARUTO, 
() 4 MOVE IT! 

HARUNO 
SAKURA. 



Kie« 

UCHIHA SASUKE! 
THINKS HE'S 
SO COOL. 

| HATE 
THAT GUY! 



TODAY'S 
THE DAY 

ef LiL THAT 
"7 SASUKE 

; (a WILL 
BE 

MINE!! 
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STUDENTS | 
OF NINJUTSU, 
BUT FULL- 

\ FLEDGED 
WSSHINOBI. 

... WHO WILL GUIDE WE WILL \= ‘ THE NEXT 
ANO COACH YOU BEGIN BY \~— STEP IS THE 
AS YOU BECOME | |DIVIDING YOU k.~, ASSIGNMENT 
FAMILIAR WITH ; OF OFFICIAL 
YOUR VARIOUS As DUTIES TO 
ASSIGNMENTS. , _ > YOU ALL ON 

BEHALF OF 
OUR VILLAGE. 

f 



SO LONG AS I’M 
PARTNERED WITH 

I'LL TAKE ANYBODY 
SE ELSE... 

EXCEPT SASUKE!! 

UZUMAKI 
NARUTO... 

READ 

Kis 
IT’S PERFECT! THREE MAN CELLS? 

| KNOW THEY'LL TEAM SOUNDS LIKE TWO 
ME UP WITH SASUKE! 

| MADE THE 
SELECTIONS 
SO THAT EACH 



THE IDEA IS 
TO BALANCE 

YOUR DIFFERENT 
STRENGTHS... 

THAT'S 
WHY YOU 
ENDED UP 
TOGETHER! 

MASTER 

IRUKA!! WHAT 

WERE YOU 
THINKING OF, 
SADOLING 

AMOST 

EXCELLENT 
SHINOBI LIKE 

THE BEST 
GRADES, 
NARUTO. 

YOU 
WOULD 
BE THE 

BOTTOM OF 
THE CLASS. 
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OK, EVERYONE. 
'LL BE 

INTRODUCING 
YOUR SENIOR 
NINJUTSU 

INSTRUCTORS 
THIS 
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READ 

KTis< 

COULDN'T 
HAPPEN 

TO 

CHARMING... 
| 

COULD 
KISS 
IT! 
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NARUTO 
DOESN'T 

UNDERSTAND 
ME AT ALL........ 
| CAN’T STANO 
TO HAVE HIM 
ANYWHERE 
NEAR ME! 
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USED 
HIS 

SHINOBI 
ILLUSIONS 
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COULD | > \. 
FINO wi ik 

\ 

im | 4 
r\ A 

HOW) |" | 
SAKURAK! | ' | 

_ REALLY \"Yo¢) 
° FEELS. || (i fi 

COULD 
MAKE 
SAKURA 
HATE 

SASUKE... 

DIO YOU 
SUMMON UP 

YOUR 
NERVE?! 
VM RIGHT 
HERE, 
READY 
ANO 

WAITING!! 
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RECESS 

Mm : 
D, ey OVER 

HE DOESN'T HAVE TO 
YOU KNOW... 
BECAUSE HE 
NEVER HAD 

ANY 
PARENTS? 

ANSWER TO ANYONE, 
EVER, ANO IT’S MADE 

M@) |Hi COMPLETELY SELFISH!!! 
IF | O10 THE KINDS OF 
THINGS HE GETS AWAY 

WITH, MY PARENTS WOULD 
GROUND ME FORLIFE! 

DON'T YOU ENVY 
HIM BEING ALONE, 

NOT HAVING 
PARENTS NAG 
AT YOU ALL 
THE TIME? 



WITHOUT 
FAMILIES 
ALWAYS 

ytg.\ GROW UP 
= <\ SELFISH. 
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HIS 
MILk’S 

EXPIRED, 

HE'S CLUMSY, 
BUT YOU'RE 
THE BEST 
CHOICE 

TO WATCH HIM. 
YOU HAVE A 
TALENT FOR 
SNIFFING 

THINGS OUT! 

| WHAT'S MORE, 
THIS COULD BE | | ANOTHER MEMBER 
A TERRIBLE ¢ i-| OF THE CELL YOU 

MISSION, BUT... ad ‘| SHALL OVERSEE WILL 
& 2f | BE SASUKE, OF THE 

i UCHIHA CLAN. 
BEST OF LUCK! 



The picture on the right 
is from Karakuri 
C"mechanism”), the first 
story | submitted to 

Weekly Shonen Jump. 
Karakuri won the Hop 
Step Award for new 
manga artists, which 
allowed me to get 
picked up by my current 
editor and helped me 
begin my journey down 

the road of a manga 
artist. It’s a manga 
that brings back a lot 
of memories for me. 
But, man, the hero sure 
does have intensely 
terrifying eyes. 

The picture on the right 
is another one from the 
first manga | published 
in Weekly Shonen 
Jump...that’s right, 
Karakuri! But when the 
reader polls came in, its 
popularity was rock 
bottom! Still, this 
manga also brings back 
a lot of memories for 
me. 
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OUT, 
NARUTO! 
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HOBBIES. 
THINGS 

COMPLETE wo 7 isi ie 
STRANGER | (rseceey( | 

TOUS... per HY 
[A MYSTERY, 

BUSINESS... 
BUT ANYWAY, 

| HAVE 
LOTS OF 

HOBBIES... 

MY NAME |S 
HATAKE KAKASHI. 
I'M THE KIND OF 
PERSON WHO 
DOESN'T FEEL 
LIKE TALKING 

ABOUT HIS LIKES 
ANDO DISLIKES! 



READ 
< THis 

WAY 

NOW, IT’S 
YOUR TURN. 
STARTING 

2e\\f ME, RIGHT?! 
MY NAME 1S 
UZUMAKI 
NARUTO! 

WHAT | LIKE 
IS INSTANT 

AND THEN 
ALL THE 

VILLAGERS 
WILL / 

HAVETO 3=EvP A | 
ACKNOWLEDGE /~ | 

Y 4 

Zz 

M 
EXISTENCE 
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MY NAME |S 
UCHIHA SASUKE. 
THERE ARE PLENTY 
OF THINGS | HATE, 

BUT | DON’T SEE THAT 
IT MATTERS, 

CONSIDERING THERE 

100 LIKE. 

IT SEEMS 
POINTLESS 

|PLAN TO TO TALK ABOUT 
RESTORE MY CLAN. 4 : Ms”... 

AND THERE'S THAT'S JUST 
SOMEONE | ; AWORD... 

HAVE SWORN... 

Dy OTs : 

yi i) oa en AN vA 
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READ 
« THis 

WAY 

ARE IT 
SOUNDS 

S 
MORE 

INTERESTED 
IN 

A 
BZ THOUGH 

LOVE =~ } YOUNG 
THAN GIRLS... 

NINJUTSU... " 

\Wihe. 

( 
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SURVIVAL 
TRAINING! 
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GRADUATING 
CLASS, 

ONLY NINE 

AS JUNIOR- 
LEVEL 

THE SHINOBI. 

OTHER 
EIGHTEEN 



OH! WE WANTED 
TO ELIMINATE ALL 
THE HOPELESS 
CASES FROM 
YOUR RANKS. 

THE ONES WHO ARE 
LEFT ARE THE ONLY 
STUDENTS WHO 
SHOW TRUE 
POTENTIAL. 

IN ANY EVENT, 
WE'LL MEET 

peel \ TOMORROW 
MORNING ON 

BREAKFAST THE PRACTICE 
BEFORE- FIELD SO THAT 
HAND... | CAN EVALUATE 

UNLESS EACH OF YOUR 
SKILLS ANO 

VT. BUT aur. 
1 My 

KAKASHI'S 
ASS! 
THEN 

I'LL GET 
SOME 

RESPECT! 

YEAH! 



iin 
THE 

DETAILS 
OF YOUR 

SSIGNMENT 
ARE IN THIS 
HANDOUT. 
MEMORIZE 

THAT 
WOULD 
MEAN 

LEAVING 
SASUKE... 

PIT 

THIBIS) ar | 

HIS SLEEVE, 
AND PUNCH, 
HIM THERE! MNES 

1 ANAM BIER cause 
a So 

HOLD ONTO, 

2 

ALL NIGHT | 
NARUTO 

PRACTICED, © 
DILIGENTLY . 
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SO THAT'S WHY YOU 
WANTED US TO GO 

WITHOUT BREAKFAST! EAT YOUR 
LUNCH IN 
FRONT 9 
OF YOU, J willy, 

tlie ure ck 
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ONE OF YOU 
IS DEFINITELY 
HEADED FOR

 

THE STUMP. 
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WAY « 





ANY by 

7 || 
AM | 

\ 
é NN 

\\ \| \ | 

bday \\ | \\\ Ii 

THIS 
IS AN 
ELITE 

SHINOBI... 
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THE MAKING OF NARUTO/S// 

MISSION 
THAT'S 
VITAL TO 

THE 
ENTIRE 
VILLAGE. 

The Kakashi That Might Have Been 

The Rejected Outline for 

the Second Chapter 

My original plan for Kakashi’s first appearance was to have him show up in the 

second chapter of Naruto (see page #61). He was meant to be a cool, affected, 

upper-level ninja who ended sentences (in the original Japanese) with the very 

polite “de gozaru” verb form. This was going to be before Sakura and Sasuke had 

been introduced. Kakashi would suddenly appear on the scene as Naruto’s 

teacher. This idea was discarded after a discussion with my editor at Weekly 

Shonen Jump.As an outgrowth of things we discussed together, | was able to 

flesh out Kakashi, Sasuke, and Sakura into the characters they are today. 
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SHOWING 
YOUR 
BACK 

SO MANY 
TIMES IS 

p 

) 
KN 
pd 

3 TECHNIQUE 

A TOUSE 

@ AGAINST 
mA NARUTO! 

THAT. 

NARUTO--!!! DAMNED 

GET 



READ 
< THIS WAY 

KONOHAGAKURE 
ONE VILLAGE'S 

THOUSAND = mosT 
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FOR HIM, | HAVE 
NOTHING BUT 

f//\ 

K\: 



one oF WHATS 
THESE THE 
BELLS BY HOLD 
LUNCH, Pp? 

S| OR YOU'LL 
iopeega HAVE NO 
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\ EATEN 2 
ANYTHING?) 

SINCE LAST 
_ NIGHT! 
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a peat Cnet 

Fe 
+ 





GET READY! = 7 eo 
NOW VOURACE =. eS 
ALOT MORE 
THANNST NO 

Si) ONEOF ME! | | 
EG LZ 

THEY'RE NOT 

ILLUSIONS! 

oe | TECHNIQUE | 
IS SOLID! _ISHEUSING? | 

NOT 
ILLUSIONS, 
BUT ACTUAL 
MULTIPLE 

FLESH-AND-BLOOD 
BODIES! 

AT \x THIS IS YOUTALKA— \xyia out 
, YOURLEVEL \ THELOST 

eur: ‘OuRe emit ree "BE STRONG SHINS! MS SKILL 
ONLY NARUTO! wee ENOUGHTO | FROMTHE 

i KEEP THIS | FORBIDDEN YOURE AONE-TRICK fiths\ MEETS, | FoRsIoDe 
PONY WHO HASN'T [| mn Z ; Liss be e 
GOTWHATIT £ > . 
TAKES TOWNE gy aa 2) Ocrear © 

~ SE) ANZUKI! 
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HARD ON YOU, 
SO I'LL GO EASY. | EK 
ONE GOOOHIT | ER\y 4 
IS ALL | WANT. WO ex 
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AN ANECDOTE by Masashi Kishimoto 

Coming from the country, | grew up surrounded by the beauties of 

nature, trees, plants,and open ground. So moving to Tokyo was quite 

a shock. There was hardly a plant or a natural setting to be found. | 

had to do something to create the country atmosphere and keep 

myself from feeling homesick. Something that would soothe me 

enough that | could concentrate on creating good manga. So | decid- 

ed to buy a houseplant for my desk. 

Kishimoto: “From now on, you’re my partner!” 

| even gave my plant a name: Ukki-kun, as in “Mr. Ukki.” 

Kishimoto: “Well, Ukki, you look very shiny and green 

today!” 

UkKis “0055 20s 7 

Kishimoto: “It was a good day for photosynthesis, huh?” 

UJ lelele Ws. cans ces - 

Kishimoto: “Today I’m going to give you an excellent 

fertilizer for vigorous growth!” 

We were a super-team. 

Assistant A: “What is this, Mr. Kishimoto? How did your 

plant get all dried out?” 

Kishimoto: “What are you saying?! | gave Ukki the best 

care!” 

Assistant A: “You mean this? This fertilizer is 

concentrated, so you need to dilute it a lot. Oh no! You 

mean you didn’t dilute it?!” 

Sigh... 
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Ly SMOOTH “ie 

peering Gp 
Lett | IT’S THE 

kon. , THIRD ARTICLE 
PART OF. THE #4 Y wr . id bone mer 
TECHNIQUE! /| 2 2a © ° Fes SCROLL'IOF 

1s TO MAKE IT/ ash Z, f NINJUTSU! 
LOOK AS THOUGH I), YOU ACT WITH 

| | YOU'VE BEEN) »’ || SPEED AND SKILL 
“= STRUCK, AND. r [| TO SWAP PLACES Wn 

IN THE INTERVAL,/ i WITH ONE OF 
rf STRIKE 'BACK 9 O<-THE PLANTS, 4 

‘i =< ANIMALS; 
: es ~ ORPEOPLE 

. IN THE 
LANOSCAPE 

rn Ze 4 ae E: THAT SO-CALLED 
Wa aon aa ELITE SHINOBI 

SCWHEN HE WA is TRADED PLACES 

# , _.2* ATTACKED, NOT: wee 4 nh NARUTO'S cer ‘pv ONLY DIO HE *; bo 74 De eS DOPPELGANGERS. 

‘OPTICAL ILLUSION” 
| | BUT HE USED 
NARUTO'S ACTUAL 

|) ATTACK... 
| AGAINST HIM. 
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HE MUST 

HAVE BEEN 
PRETTY 
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HE'S 

FINALLY 
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WAS 

OVERKILL, 
SASUKE! 
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HE USED 
THE ART OF 

SUBSTITUTION 
AGAIN... AND | 
JUST GAVE 
AWAY My 

LOCATION! f 

ACTED LIKE 
HE WAS 

OFF GUARD... 
AND | FELL 
FORIT LIKE 

AN AMATEUR! 



| WON'T 
BELIEVE 

i. == 
9 MasieR~ 
KAKASHI 

MUSTRAVE — 
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SECOND 
NINJUTSU 

OF SKILL - 
ILLUSION. 
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YOUR 
BOASTS 
UNTIL 

IF THAT WAS | 
SAKURA, IT’S 
POSSIBLE 

HE MAY HAVE 
BEATEN HER... 

HE’S BEEN 
SUISING THE 
'WaRT OF 
IELUSION.... 
EMPLOYING 
HYRNOTISM 

h, TO. CREATE 
HALLUCINATION 



NARUTO 
STAFF 
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ef 

KAZISA [ 
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A 

TAKAHASHI 

Kishimoto and his assistants work together to create Naruto for the Japanese 

Weekly Shonen Jump magazine...20 pages a week! 
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UCHIHA CLAN... 
THE MOST 

ELITE 
FAMILY IN 

KONOHAGAKURE /F 
VILLAGE... 
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READ "MAKE 
OUT PARADISE" 
_WHILE WE'RE 

FIGHTING! 

SASUKE 
WAS 

DYING... 
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DECAPITATION | » 

BUT AT LEAST, 
AS YOU PREDICTED, ga yee 

YOUR PERFORMANCE LESSON NUMBER 
WAS HEAD AND THREE - 

SHOULDERS ABOVE NINJUTSU. 
THAT OF YOUR 
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: 4 es 7 Sal 
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Uy . WHAT THEY SAY! 
THE NAIL THAT OH, 

wing! — STICKSUPIS | 
-2:| THE ONE THAT WELL! 
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BELLS 
FAIR 
ANO 

SQUARE... 

o i 

— ¥ | 

: ee Ax ome 
( t | | 

V/ 



i 
i: 

a 
a 



<ii« 
CLOSE | . 
ENOUGH | 

EVEN IF WE 
THIS IS 

COULON’T TERRIBLE! 
MANAGE IT HOW WILL 

THIS TIME... aso agal 
I’M SURE, 

NEXT TIME, 
IF WE GIVE 

IT OUR ALL... 

LIKE THIS. 
| MIGHT 
ENO UP 

SOMEWHERE 
FAR AWAY 



READ 
< THIS 

WAY 

| HAVE TO 
BECOME 
STRONGER 
THAN HE IS... 



THERE'S 
SOMEONE 

|HAVE 
SWORN.. 
TOKILL. 

2 : \ VY, 
“4 yy W/L 

SA 

SOs 
5 wi Wwe \\ 
fi, 
eee fogs Ahn 
fave 

ge 
SHOULD 

_ Mae so MA 

j i; \ 
A Hi ot RNG 

Ly! Sy 

VW. 
| HAVE 
AN 

~ABOMT ANNOUNCE- 
THS 

EXERCISE, 



ANY MORE 
ABOUT BEING 
SENT BACK 

Py 

Fail Hf Pays 

Mie 

. = ME? 
| It = AFTER 

2 THE 
qa WAY | 

Zam FAINTED?! 

, ' 
Neat / p 

YY 
/ 



gi 5 lH i 

ORS ie 
i nee gs bs 

a, 
(Zr 

TO BE CONTINUED... 


